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Principal's Welcome
Welcome to Warrah Specialist School. We are a specialist school for children 

with moderate to severe disabilities. Our extensive bushland site, which 

includes a working Biodynamic Farm, Organic Farm Shop and Artisan Bakery, 

provides a serene and idyllic environment where students can thrive. 

We have developed an exciting program which weaves key academic skills, 

such as literacy and numeracy, into an engaging and creative curriculum.

Practical and meaningful activities, such as weaving, woodwork, farming and 

cooking, help our students to develop a sense of pride and independence. Our 

strong life skills and transition programs equip them for life beyond school.

As the only Steiner based specialist school in Australia, the students, staff 

and parents are nurtured by a guiding philosophy which treats each person 

with reverence. 

Some of our greatest achievements 

include witnessing our students become 

independent, capable of achieving 

outcomes they never imagined possible, 

and finding joy through connections with 
their peers. 

A meaningful, purposeful life is our goal for 

each student. We aim to always encourage them 

to become the best they can be. Please make the most  

of the information on our website, warrahspecialistschool.nsw.edu.au, and if 

you wish to make contact or ask any questions, we will be very happy to talk 

with you. 

Dr Dawn Grant-Skiba  

School Principal and Executive
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Education with a Difference
Warrah Specialist School provides Education with a Difference for Kindergarten 

to Year 12 students with moderate to severe intellectual disability and complex 

learning needs.

We are the only Steiner-based specialist school in Australia, and we are 

committed to delivering a holistic and comprehensive educational experience. 

We offer high-quality, personalised education with a focus on Individual 

Learning Plans (ILPs), which ensures learning is optimised and tailored for 

each student.
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Our Curriculum
Students are empowered with the essential tools and skills for a thriving 

future beyond school. Our students are grouped based on activity and 

capability to ensure tailored learning experiences. Independent Learning 

Plans (ILPs) are crucial to each student’s development, providing 

optimised and personalised education to help them reach their full 

potential through meaningful and purposeful activities.

Our curriculum focuses on individual growth and life skill acquisition. 

Through our integrated learning program, students gain a deeper 

connection to and appreciation for the natural world while engaging in 

meaningful activities. 

Students develop their sense of place within the landscape and their 

community. Activities such as weaving, nature craft, bushwalking, 

gardening, and farming are integral to our curriculum, complementing 

literacy and numeracy. We believe that the context of learning—how 

and where children learn—is as important as the content itself.

Senior students participate in an extensive transition program that 

includes work experience, workplace training, and life skills. This 

program equips them with the knowledge and experience needed for a 

successful and fulfilling life beyond their school years.

We celebrate each child’s unique qualities and contributions to our 

school community. We acknowledge that everyone has a valuable role 

to play in society and a meaningful path in their personal development.
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Testimonials
The following heartfelt testimonials from our parent community beautifully 

capture their satisfaction and experiences at Warrah Specialist School.

“Finding Warrah School was a blessing for us, it is a little gem and I was 

lucky enough that my therapist had a child going to the school which is 

how we found out about it. I have loved this school, its teachers and 

methods since my child started in 2021. The life skills that the children 

learn are a great preparation for their future as adults and all the staff work 

closely with the kids and are always finding ways to help the kids grow and 
learn. I have learnt a lot of great techniques from the teachers to assist 

with my son’s growth and feel very lucky to have such great support.” 

“Warrah Specialist School is one of those places where you walk in, can’t 

help but take in a long breath of air and get a sense of calmness and 

security for your child. Their careful detailing as well as flexibility in goal 
setting for my child’s academic and personal growth always amazes me. 

More importantly, they aim to accommodate every child based on the 

child’s own unique needs. Warrah Specialist School has stuck by our 

family through some of our hardest times in life. The Warrah community 

has become a part of our own family.”

“We just love how Warrah has really helped our son discover his full 

potential! The amazing things he gets to experience on a daily basis and 
the opportunities he has, to not only build his confidence within and out 
in the community is heart-warming. The staff are beautiful and want all 

students to thrive just as much as their own family do. The care factor 

is phenomenal. Words can’t describe how wonderful Warrah is for our 

child and our family.”
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“My son has been attending Warrah Specialist School since he was 

seven years old and has thrived in its beautiful environment. The rich 

and thoughtful curriculum offered meets his needs well. He loves 

being outdoors and in nature, which he is able to benefit from daily as the 
school is located in a peaceful vast bushland setting. The teaching staff 

has always been very communicative, warm, and supportive. It’s an 

absolute joy to watch him go to school each morning with a spring in his 

step, looking forward to the day ahead of him. I can’t recommend this 

school and its ethos enough.” 

“Our daughter has been a student at Warrah for nearly three years. 

When she arrived at the school she was terrified of everything – new 
places, new people, and new experiences. Under the nurturing 

guidance of the staff, her anxiety has gradually decreased and she 

has blossomed into a much more confident young lady. We are very 

grateful to have found Warrah!”
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Transition to Life  

Beyond School
All students participate in life skills throughout all years of their schooling. 

However, during the final two years of school, students participate in a 
comprehensive, individually designed transition plan. This varies according 

to the students’ interests and goals. The program includes onsite and offsite 

work experience, travel training, work-ready courses, social activities, grocery 

shopping, café skills, participation in adult day programs and courses. 

Facilities
The school has a fully equipped kitchen, break out spaces, a sensory garden, 

engaging play equipment, a large hall for student performances and a heated 

swimming pool. The working certified Biodynamic Farm, Artisan Bakery and 
onsite Organic Farm Shop are woven into the students’ learning and provide 

work experience opportunities for our older students.
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Adult Programs
Our school is part of a larger organisation, known as Warrah Society. 

Warrah is a not-for-profit organisation dedicated to supporting 
individuals living with disability to lead an engaging and fulfilling life. 
Flexible and tailored services include Supported Independent Living, 

Community Support Services, In-Home Support, a Biodynamic Farm, 

and an Organic Farm Shop. 

Warrah school leavers are encouraged to apply for Warrah’s Discovery 

program, which caters to young adults. Discovery has been designed 

to deliver individualised programs to work towards life and vocational 

goals, supporting the transition to adult life, and maintaining and 

building upon skills developed at school.

Warrah also runs a social program for young adults, called Saturday 

Connect. Our Micro Enterprises initiative encourages adult participants 

to start a new small business or join an existing one.

For more information on adult programs visit warrah.org.au

Community Integration
Warrah students participate in a rich social and cultural life with the 

entire school and greater Warrah community. Students participate in 

whole-school activities such as excursions, drama performances and 

sport, along with festival celebrations with Warrah’s Adult Disability 

Services. The school has strong links with the local community and 

students visit and interact with other local schools, participate in 

community service and work experience.
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Eligibility Criteria  

and School Fees 
We endeavour to keep our fees as low as possible, making for an 

accessible education. Please visit warrahspecialistschool.nsw.edu.au/

fees for fee schedule.

To be eligible for enrolment at Warrah Specialist School, students 

must have an intellectual disability as their primary diagnosis. This 

is determined by a full-scale IQ score of approximately three to 

four standard deviations below the mean on an approved individual 

intelligence test. 

In addition to intellectual disability, our school also caters for students 

with various accompanying diagnoses. See our latest Annual Report 

for a representative list of accompanying diagnoses.

Please visit warrahspecialistschool.nsw.edu.au for more extensive 

eligibility criteria details.
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How to Enrol
Thank you for considering Warrah Specialist School for your child. 

We warmly invite you to submit your application. Every submission is 

carefully assessed. 

Please visit our website warrahspecialistschool.nsw.edu.au for eligibility 

criteria, fees information and application form.

You are also welcome to sign up for an Open Day at  

warrahspecialistschool.nsw.edu.au/arrange-a-visit.
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Warrah Specialist School  

ABN 95 572 025 945 | Ph: 02 9651 2411

20 Harris Road Dural NSW 2158 | PO Box 357, Round Corner, NSW 2158

admin@warrahspecialistschool.nsw.edu.au

www.warrahspecialistschool.nsw.edu.au
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